AA unveils new JFK terminal

USA TODAY's Roger Yu is at the official opening of the new American Airlines terminal at JFK and will be filing exclusive updates for Today in the Sky:
American Airlines, the world’s largest carrier, formally unveiled its new terminal at New York JFK Airport Wednesday, the largest construction project the airport has undergone in decades. 
The 36-gate terminal dramatically expands American Airlines’ capacity at one of its busiest airports and gives it much needed room for growth to handle more international flights. The terminal, which cost the airline $1.3 billion, can handle up to 13 million passengers a year, compared to eight million at the old Terminal 8. From JFK, American flies to 38 cities, including 23 international destinations. 
"This is a very important market for American," said AMR CEO Gerard Arpey. "(The terminal) gives us room to grow and expand in the future. 
The terminal - called Terminal 9, for now - has opened in phases since August 2005 starting with a few domestic flights. It opened for international flights in June when it brought more gates and the new customs area into service. Also recently opened are a new Flagship Lounge for first class international passengers and a new 11,000-square foot Admiral’s Club for paid members. [image: image1.png]



Its expansion at the airport underscores the heavy industry competition in the New York market, where Continental operates a hub in nearby Newark International and Delta maintains a large presence at JFK's Terminals 2 and 3. The airport served nearly 44 million passengers in 2006, many of them foreign travelers flying the more profitable international routes. 
Once the few domestic flights at Terminal 8 are switched over to Terminal 9 in the next several weeks, Terminal 8 will be demolished. Terminal 9 will likely then be renamed Terminal 8.
Among the new terminal’s features: 
*84 individual ticketing desks, each with its own baggage belt
*89,000 square-foot lobby with 65-foot ceilings
*44 self-service check-in kiosks that can handle both domestic and international flights
*A separate ticketing area for premium passengers
*19 gates that can handle international flights, 8 gates capable of handling jumbo jets
*53,000 square feet of concession space, 80% larger than the previous terminal
*New international curbside check-in service [image: image2.png]



*Retailers and restaurants include: Tumi, Hugo Boss, Estee Lauder, InMotion Entertainment, 10-minute Manicure; O'Neals, Vino Volo and New York Sports Bar. 
